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Our country imported 4.8 billion bar-
rels of oil in total energy-related prod-
ucts in 2007 valued at $319 billion.
Imagine if we would have been able to
spend those dollars here at home what
an injection that would be into this
economy with the value of the dollar
falling, so much related to imports, the
economy tanking, the housing market
in freefall and Americans feeling the
true pinch of all of this. Our govern-
ment here in Washington has not pro-
vided the leadership needed to end this
plunge into national subservience.

The solution is clear: energy inde-
pendence now. First, we have to look
to our natural resources and pass a
good farm bill to unleash the power of
the earth and nature as a key part of
the solution. And while there has been
plenty of talk from our President
about energy independence, the insist-
ence on vetoing a bill, that does not
live within artificial budget limits that
he has declared, is an absurdity that
threatens to destroy our progress. A
good farm bill invests in rural Amer-
ica, providing an investment in infra-
structure and research, including the
energy technologies of tomorrow.

Second, we must continue to rely on
the advanced research technology orga-
nized by the National Renewable En-
ergy Lab and give this lab the re-
sources to define and help redefine our
new energy future. We need no less a
commitment than we envisioned when
we created NASA and space explo-
ration. With that came security, and
now we need energy security. It is that
high a priority. This Congress, this
President should be working to that
end.

And third, we must pass legislation
to fund the energy bill that passed the
House last year, and then again this
year, and call on our brethren in the
other body to take action.

Unless we commit to providing lead-
ership to transform our economy, this
discussion remains the rhetoric of the
last century really leaving us with a
confused and unfulfilled daydream that
has repeated itself for the last three
decades.

As the American people face $4 gaso-
line and see our wealth drained from
us, we must take a new course. We are
past the point of words. Real deeds are
required. And we must stop our eco-
nomic hemorrhaging and begin invest-
ing in our own Midwest, in our own
country, not the Middle East, and pass
on a free republic to our posterity wor-
thy of the sacrifices of our founders
and all those who gave their all in free-
dom’s cause.

Liberty’s call in this new century de-
mands energy independence now.

——
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SALUTING JORDAN LEEN,
NATIONAL CHAMPION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WELCH of Vermont). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
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Tennessee (Mr. WAMP) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night because every now and then a
person’s story will so inspire us that
the example is set for all young people
to look up to, to follow in their foot-
steps. And that happened 9 days ago to
a young man from KEast Tennessee
whom so many people are so very
proud of today.

His name is Jordan Leen. And 9 days
ago, in the 157 pound weight class at
Cornell University, Jordan Leen
achieved his life’s ambition of becom-
ing a national champion. Among all
universities from sea to shining sea,
against some very difficult odds, this
young man became a national cham-
pion.

He has moved up weight classes in
his last couple of years at Cornell until
he got comfortable and didn’t have to
lose weight to wrestle. So this is prob-
ably about his natural weight. He’s
what my son would call a ‘‘beast.” I've
seen him in all ways of his life.

He beat the number one seed, even
though he was seeded eighth going into
the tournament in the quarter finals,
and he beat the number two seed in the
finals just 3-2 in the most hard-fought
match you’ve ever seen. And it was glo-
rious. It was electric. He was distin-
guished through his high school career.
And I want to focus on three things
that made Jordan Leen a champion so
others can look up to him and know
that these are some of the ingredients
for success.

One is family. His father, Mark; his
mother, Tammy; his sisters, Andrea
and Tara, they’re a unit. The scriptural
principle is that a cord of three strands
is not easily broken; and with the
Leens, a cord of five strands is not bro-
ken. They’re a unit. They’re a team. I
know this because this young cham-
pion grew up across the street from me.
He and my son, Weston, are best
friends. This was a glorious moment
not just in my family’s life but in all of
these Tennesseeans’ because this fam-
ily was represented on the mat in front
of the national ESPN audience a week
ago Saturday, and we all took joy in
this accomplishment from this fighter.
He had been sick the week of the na-
tional championship, but he battled
through that to become a national
champion.

Ingredient number two, a foundation.
He got it at the Baylor School with an
outstanding wrestling program, an in-
credible tradition, and the foundation
was there for him to become a colle-
giate athlete and a scholar athlete. He
was the greatest wrestler in the his-
tory of the State of Tennessee by any-
one’s standard: a 4-year State cham-
pion; 215 victories; 9th, 10th, 11th, and
12th State champion all the way
through high school at the Baylor
School. He had the foundation from the
program, and Baylor School is proud.

And, third, faithfulness. He was
faithful through the years. He had a
goal and he stuck with it. His work

H1795

ethic was greater than anyone’s. He
worked out harder. He fought harder.
He suffered more through injuries. He
was faithful all the way through. His
father in the account said that that
whole week of the championship he
knew something was different because
Jordan had turned the week over to the
Lord. He was faithful. He gave it to
God and said, I'm here to do my best.
I'm sick, but I am here to do my best.
And he was honored. And he was faith-
ful.

He’s an incredible young man. He’s
an inspiration to all. He’s an excellent
student, making a 3.3 at Cornell in pre-
med, and a national collegiate cham-
pion in the 157 pound weight class.

Jordan Leen, East Tennessee salutes
you. You’re one of the greatest ath-
letes in the history of our region. You
have reached the climax, but you’re
still the same guy. And we love you for
the example you have set for young
people.

Young people, if you want to be a
student athlete, follow Jordan Leen.
Follow Jordan Leen.

Thank you, Jordan. Your family
loves you, and we salute you on the
floor of the House tonight.

———————

STAFF SERGEANT MATTHEW
MAUPIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. SCHMIDT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to offer my sincere condolences
to the family of Staff Sergeant Keith
Matthew Maupin. Yesterday, Keith and
Carolyn Maupin Ilearned that the
United States Army had positively
identified the remains found last week
in Iraq as that of their son, Matt
Maupin. After nearly 4 years of suf-
fering the torment of not knowing the
status of their missing son, I pray that
this news may bring some closure to
the Maupins and allow them to begin
to mourn their loss and celebrate the
life that Matt lived.

Keith Matthew Maupin was born in
Batavia, Ohio, on July 13, 1983, and was
a student at Glen Este High School in
Union Township, Clermont County,
Ohio, where he played football and was
a rower on the county’s high school
crew team. Matt graduated in 2001 and
enrolled in the University of Cin-
cinnati’s Aerospace Engineering Pro-
gram. He joined the United States
Army Reserve in 2002, attending basic
training at Fort Jackson, South Caro-
lina, and completed his advanced indi-
vidual training at Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri, in the spring of 2003.

After completing his training, Matt
continued his studies at the University
of Cincinnati while fulfilling his obli-
gations as an Army reservist. In No-
vember 2003, Matt received orders to
transfer to the recently mobilized 724th
Transportation Company based out of
Bartonville, Illinois. Matt and the
T724th arrived in Kuwait on February 20,
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